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weapons; eliminating its current stock-
pile of highly enriched uranium, reduc-
ing its current stockpile of low-en-
riched uranium by 97 percent, and cap-
ping enrichment at that level for 15 
years; reducing the number of oper-
ational centrifuges by two-thirds and 
severely limiting research on advanced 
enrichment technology; converting the 
underground Fordow facility to a med-
ical research center; accepting intru-
sive IAEA monitoring of Iran’s nuclear 
supply chain and fuel cycle; and satis-
factorily answering IAEA questions 
into the possible military dimensions 
of its prior nuclear program. In ex-
change for verifiably meeting these ob-
ligations, Iran will receive relief from 
U.S. and international nuclear-related 
sanctions. And importantly, U.S. sanc-
tions against Iran related to human 
rights violations, support for ter-
rorism, and illicit arms shipments re-
main in effect. Should the inter-
national verification regime catch Iran 
noncompliant with its obligations, the 
agreement includes a provision allow-
ing the United States to unilaterally 
reimpose nuclear-related U.N. sanc-
tions. 

My judgement on this issue has also 
been guided by the hard lessons that 
should be learned when America choos-
es to engage in military action and war 
in the Middle East. It is easy to con-
clude that a rejection of international 
diplomacy and the JCPOA would shat-
ter the current international coalition, 
making key multilateral sanctions im-
possible, and would result in Iran re-
starting its illicit nuclear activities, 
leading to inevitable military action. 
Indeed, I have been struck by the in-
ability of opponents of the agreement 
to put forth a credible alternative that 
does not involve military action in the 
Middle East. In this case, it is simply 
not feasible for the United States to go 
it alone. So I am proud that America 
led six countries toward a historic 
international agreement with Iran that 
verifiably prevents it from acquiring a 
nuclear weapon. 

While the agreement does represent 
the best option to prevent Iran from 
obtaining a nuclear weapon, moving 
forward, Congress and the administra-
tion must work together in a bipar-
tisan manner and in concert with our 
allies to ensure that the agreement is 
implemented effectively. Implementa-
tion is critical because this agreement 
is not built on trust of Iran. In fact, the 
agreement is built on mistrust of Ira-
nian motives and a clear-eyed view of 
Iran’s past and present destabilizing 
activities in the region. 

That is why the JCPOA establishes 
the most intrusive inspections and 
monitoring framework in the history 
of arms control agreements. Approxi-
mately 150 IAEA inspectors, outfitted 
with the latest training and tech-
nology, much of which originates from 
the cutting-edge work of the U.S. De-
partment of Energy’s National Labs, 
will be onsite in Iran and ready to re-
port any suspicious behavior. 

In addition to this stringent moni-
toring regime, the very real threat of 
snapback sanctions will work to 
incentivize Iranian compliance with its 
JCPOA obligations. According to the 
agreement, in the event of Iranian 
cheating, the United States has the 
ability to unilaterally reimpose nu-
clear-related U.N. sanctions as well as 
add on to U.S. sanctions against Iran 
beyond those related to human rights 
violations, support for terrorism, and 
illicit arms shipments that remain in 
place. And Iran should make no mis-
take: I, along with my colleagues in 
the Senate, will not hesitate to reapply 
sanctions should Iran break the terms 
of the JCPOA. In short, if Iran cheats, 
even along the margins, we will catch 
them and there will be a heavy price to 
pay. 

I am under no illusions regarding 
Iran’s continuing destabilizing behav-
ior in the region and its record during 
the Iraq war, which includes sup-
porting Shiite militias that killed 
American servicemembers. From 
human rights violations to support for 
terrorism and criminal client states 
such as Assad’s Syria to its illicit nu-
clear program, Iran is a bad actor. 
That is why it is absolutely critical 
that the JCPOA move forward and 
block Iran from developing or acquir-
ing a nuclear weapon, an unthinkable 
outcome that would make it an even 
greater security challenge. 

At the same time, I support taking 
immediate, additional steps to counter 
Iran’s non-nuclear activities in the re-
gion and bolster the security of our 
Gulf Cooperation Council partners— 
who support the JCPOA—and Israel. 
From the time of the establishment of 
the modern Jewish State in 1948, the 
United States and Israel have shared a 
special bond, grounded in our mutual 
commitment to democracy, freedom, 
respect for the rule of law and the 
quest for a secure and stable Middle 
East. I have spent more time in Israel 
than in any foreign country, and my 
travel and interactions there have 
greatly informed my understanding of 
the security challenges Israel faces. 

That is why I have been a longtime 
supporter of annual U.S. aid to Israel, 
which is currently set at $3.1 billion 
per year, as well as additional funding 
for Israeli missile defense systems such 
as Iron Dome, David’s Sling, and 
Arrow, all of which are so valuable in 
protecting Israeli citizens. I support in-
creasing that level of assistance and 
broadening and deepening our two 
countries’ collaboration in the security 
and intelligence spheres. The United 
States and Israel are currently drafting 
a new 10-year memorandum of under-
standing to govern the nature of U.S. 
military assistance to Israel. This is an 
opportunity to further strengthen our 
security relationship with Israel and 
ensure its qualitative military edge. 

In conclusion, the United States can-
not afford to walk away from an inter-
national agreement that is based on a 
robust inspections and compliance re-

gime and will verifiably prevent Iran 
from developing or acquiring a nuclear 
weapon. While there are legitimately 
held policy differences on this highly 
complex issue, going it alone is not an 
effective path forward and not in our 
national security interest. I support 
moving this international agreement 
forward so we can begin enforcing it 
and preventing Iran from developing or 
acquiring a nuclear weapon.∑ 
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ADDITIONAL STATEMENTS 

RECOGNIZING THE POLICE OFFI-
CERS ASSOCIATION OF MICHI-
GAN 

∑ Mr. PETERS. Mr. President, today I 
wish to recognize the outstanding work 
of the Police Officers Association of 
Michigan, the largest organization of 
law enforcement officers in the State 
of Michigan, representing over 14,000 
frontline crime fighters, law enforce-
ment officers, and first responders 
throughout the State. POAM officers 
are in every jurisdiction in Michigan— 
every precinct, ward, city, township, 
county, and congressional district—and 
are truly a strong voice for the Michi-
gan law enforcement community. 

POAM recently met for its annual 
conference in Grand Rapids, MI. During 
that conference, POAM recognized out-
standing police officers for exceptional 
law enforcement work. This year’s 
POAM conference highlighted some of 
the countless acts of bravery and com-
munity-strengthening that the thou-
sands of law enforcement officers 
throughout Michigan perform on a 
daily basis. I applaud POAM’s commit-
ment to the communities that they 
serve. 

I join POAM and all of my fellow 
Michiganders in recognizing these in-
credible public servants and all of the 
brave men and women of Michigan’s 
law enforcement community who are 
responsible for keeping our streets 
safe.∑ 
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REMEMBERING DR. WILLIAM 
JEFFERSON TERRY 

∑ Mr. SESSIONS. Mr. President, I wish 
to commemorate and celebrate the life 
and contributions of Dr. William Jef-
ferson Terry of Mobile, AL, who was 
the first pediatric urologist in the 
State of Alabama. He was a nationally 
known and a well-respected physician. 

Dr. Terry was born in Mobile, AL 
where he later returned to begin his 
urology practice. He graduated cum 
laude from the University of Alabama 
and was a member of Phi Beta Kappa. 
After receiving his M.D. degree from 
the University of Alabama School of 
Medicine, he was an intern and resi-
dent at the University of Kentucky 
Medical Center; he then served as a 
resident and chief resident in urology 
at the University of Alabama Medical 
Center in Birmingham, followed by a 
fellowship in pediatric urology at 
Texas Children’s Hospital in Houston. 
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